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BOROUGH  OF  KING’S  LYNN. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

(a)  (Medical).  All  Medical  Officers  are  part  time.  Some  are 
employed  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  and  hold  Clinics, 
etc.-,  in  King’s  Lynn. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health  Authority  ; 
Superintendent  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Smallpox  Hospitals 
and  School  Medical  Officer 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH,  b.sc.  (Public  Health),  m.b., 

CH.B.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Tuberculosis  Officer  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

H.  B.  HODSON. 

Venereal  Disease  (Norfolk  County  Council)  : — 

JAMES  W.  McINTOSH,  b.sc.  (Public  Health),  m.b., 

CH.B.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — 

E.  M.  BAKER-BURTON,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Consultant  Medical  Officer  under  Midwives  Act 
Vacant. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : 

S.  T.  PARKER,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  l.r.c.p.,  f.r.c.s.eng. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator 
M.  CHADWICK,  b.a.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

(b)  Veterinary  Surgeons  : — 

H.  C.  SWANN,  m.r.c.v.s. 

S.  G.  POLES,  m.r.c.v.s. 

Public  Analyst  : S.  GREENBURGH,  f.i.c.,  f.c.s. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health 
Authority  : — 

H.  G.  COBBOLD,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Health  and  Port  Health 
Authority  : — 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.san.i. 

Vaccination  Officer  : — G.  H.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  G.  R.  PEIRSON. 

Miss  A.  M.  HERBERT. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 


Health  and  P ort  Health  Committee 


of  King’s 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

King’s  Lynn, 

July,  1940. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


1940. 


The  general  health  of  the  Borough  was  good.  There  were 
no  serious  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Council’s  fourth  and  fifth  year  programmes  were  com- 
pleted. All  families  from  condemned  houses  have  been  re-housed. 
Work  still  goes  on  in  repairing  houses  which  are  capable  of  being 
repaired,  but  no  slum  clearing  is  being  done.  There  are  still  a 
large  number  of  houses  which  are  are  below  a proper  standard, 
but  the  housing  conditions  are  undoubtedly  very  much  better 
than  they  have  ever  been  in  the  history  of  the  Borough.  The 
difficulty  of  providing  houses  for  young  couples  earning  about  £2 
a week  remains.  The  system  of  differential  rents  which  applies  to 
most  of  the  Council  houses  does  not  touch  this  difficulty.  Council 
houses  are  available  to  couples  with  two  or  more  children.  So  long 
as  there  are  families  who  need  the  houses  the  newly  married 
young  people  cannot  be  given  a house. 

The  Gaywood  Drainage  Scheme  has  made  good  progress  in 
spite  of  many  difficulties  and  is  approaching  completion. 

The  Swimming  Baths  in  the  Walks  have  been  completed  and 
are  now  in  use  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  new  Schools  on  the 
Gaywood  Hall  Estate. 

The  three  houses  known  as  May  Cottages  and  the  four  houses 
in  Skippers  Yard  which  were  taken  out  of  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  remains  as  before, 
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1 am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  another  year  has 
passed  without  a single  maternal  death  in  childbirth.  During  the 
last  three  years  1,146  confinements  have  taken  place  with  no 
maternal  mortality. 

There  were  17  deaths  of  children  under  one  year. 

3 died  of  Congenital  Deformities  and  were  not  capable  of 
developing  into  healthy  adults. 

2 died  owing  to  the  ill  health  of  their  mothers,  these  2 were 
so  poorly  developed  that  they  would  probably  never  have  been 
able  to  live  normal  lives,  even  if  they  had  survived. 


1 baby  died  immediately  after  it  was  born  and  5 others  were 
were  born  prematurely  and  were  barely  capable  of  living.  1 baby 
died  of  Purpura  Neonatorium  which  is  almost  always  a fatal 
disease  and  cannot  be  prevented.  The  remaining  5 babies  died  of 
Broncho-Pneumonia  at  ages  ranging  from  2 weeks  to  8 months. 
One  of  these  cases  Whooping  Cough  preceded  the  Broncho- 
Pneumonia.  It  is  in  the  last  group  of  five  that  there  was  a possibil- 
ity of  further  reducing  the  Infantile  Mortality. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  non-notifiable 


infectious  disease  amongst  the  school  children  for  the 

last  7 

years, 

viz.  : — 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Measles  . . . 

1 

198 

3 

294 

11 

39 

30 

German  Measles 

— 

— 

- — 

— 



87 

39 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

64 

27 

36 

15 

8 

7 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

6 

4 

4 

24 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

58 

2 

127 

13 

29 

49 

21 

Typhoid  Fever 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-Pox 

102 

21 

166 

9 

155 

30 

65 

Mumps  ... 

— 

335 

3 

1 

2 

2 

159 

Ringworm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— — 

— 

— 



. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

174 

621 

332 

357 

216 

239 

331 

The  water  supply  has  been  thoroughly  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 

The  control  of  Syphilis  has  been  maintained.  No  fresh  cases 
arose  in  the  town  itself.  Any  cases  that  appear  are  imported  from 
outside  and  are  promptly  dealt  with  and  there  was  no  spread  of 
the  infection.  No  cases  of  Congenital  Syphilis  under  the  age  of 
five  have  been  seen  during  the  year. 
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The  Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  has  now  been  got  into  full 
working  order.  This  has  meant  a very  big  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
whole  staff  and  many  volunteers.  A.R.P.  has  taken  up  more 
time  and  effort  than  all  the  rest  of  the  Public  Health  Work  put 
together. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,960 

Population  (estimated  middle  of  1939)  24,150 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of 

1939,  according  to  rate  books)  ...  No  record 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £122,766 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £476/10/3 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  fishing,  continental  trade 
(chiefly  timber)  at  the  Port,  chemical,  engineering,  beet  sugar, 
animal  food  and  canning  factories. 

No  new  industries  have  been  started  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

The  following  is  a schedule  of  the  extent  of  unemployment  in 


the  Borough  on  29th  April, 

1940, 

viz.  : — 

Men. 

Boys. 

W omen. 

Girls. 

Wholly  unemployed 

520 

14 

228 

87 

Casual  workers 

160 

— 
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Temporarily  stopped 

— 

* — 

1 

— 

During  the  year  420  children 

were  born  alive  and  there  were 

13  stillbirths.  There  were 

14  illegitimate 

children. 

The  total 

confinements  were  433  and  of  these  244  were  attended  by  Midwives 
and  189  by  Doctors.  The  County  Council  paid  for  the  attendance 
of  a Doctor  to  the  Midwives’  cases  on  96  occasions. 

17  children  died  under  one  year,  which  is  a death  rate  of 
39.08  per  thousand  live  births. 

160  children  were  supplied  with  free  milk  at  the  schools. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Legitimate 

406 

220 

185  Birth  Rate  18.01  per 

Births  Illegitimate 

14 

7 

7 1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population. 

420 

227 

193 

The  birth  rates  for  the  previous  years  were  : 

1932.  1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936.  1937.  1938. 

17.09  15.83 

13.77 

16.56 

16.20  16.55  14.65 

The  usual  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General  have  not  been 
received.  All  figures  in  this  report  are  subject  to  revision  when 
the  Registrar  General’ s report  is  sent. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  — (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Many  extra  ambulances  have  been  provided  for  A.R.P.  work 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  change. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

No  change. 

2.  — (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

No  change. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children. 

No  change. 

(iii)  Health  Visitors. 

No  change. 

(iv)  Infant  Life  Protection. 

No  change. 

(v)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

No  change. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1. — (i)  Water. 

Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory 
Tenison  Road, 


Cambridge. 
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Certificate  of  Analysis. 

Sample  of  Water  labelled  " BA.”  received  on  the  27th  March, 
1939,  from  H.  G.  Cobbold,  Esq.,  Borough  of  King’s  Lynn. 

Physical  Characteristics  : Slight  deposit,  otherwise  good. 
Reaction  : pH  7.4. 

The  Sample  contained  : — - 

Total  solid  matter 
Chlorine 

Amonia  (Free  and  Saline) 

Amonia  (Albuminoid) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs.  at  37. C. 

Nitrates  (Expressed  as  Nitrogen) 

Nitrates  

Poisonous  Metals 

Bacteriological  Test. 

Coliform  organisms  absent  in  20  mis. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Deposit. 

Mainly  mineral  matter. 

Inference. 

The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  do  not 
show  any  evidences  of  pollution  with  harmful  organic  or  inorganic 
matter. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

(Signed)  S.  GREENBURGH, 

Public  Analyst. 

30th  March,  1939. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Gaywood  Sewer  is  under  construction. 

2.  — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  change. 

3.  — (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

No  change. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  change. 


Parts  per  100,000 

39.4 

2.15 

absent 

0.0020 

0.0453 

0.75 

absent 

absent 
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(hi)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
under  the  various  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  viz.  : — 

1,291  Special  complaints  and  special  visits  made. 

159  Informal  notices  and  intimations  served. 

11  Statutory  notices  served. 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  to  back  bedrooms 
Drains  repaired  and  cleaned 
New  pipe  drains  and  gullies  provided 
Ventilation  provided  to  pantry 
VVaterpipes  disconnected  from  house  drains 
House  drain  connected  to  sewer 
Inspection  chambers  built  on  drains 
New  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  repaired  and  cleansed 
Water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Yard  paving  repaired 

Eaves  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Houses  provided  with  new  sinks 
Houses  provided  with  internal  water  supplies 
Ventilation  shaft  cleared  and  repaired 
New  ashbins  provided 
Houses  provided  with  taps 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ... 

Ventilation  provided  to  foodstores 
Dirty  condition  of  yards  ...  ...  ...  h . 

Ceilings  replastered  or  repaired 
Floors  concreted 

Walls  replastered,  cemented  or  repaired 
Floorboards  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

New  boarded  floors  provided  and  fixed 
Stair  treads  repaired  ••• 

Houses  provided  with  ifeMr  light 
Scullery  walls  repaired 
Ventilation  shaft  repaired... 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied 
Sashcords  provided  and  fixed 
Roofs  repaired 
Windows  made  to  open  ... 

Window  sills  and  frames  repaired... 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  to  front  bedroom  ... 

Water  closet  pans  repaired  or  renewed 
Door  and  door  frames  repaired 
Cooking  stoves  repaired  or  renewed 
Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Copper  flues  repaired 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  ... 
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Chimney  flue  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  thresholds  provided  to  houses...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilated  foodstore  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  outlet  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Gates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fireplace  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  change. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  four  common  lodging  houses  were  regularly  visited  and 
found  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Offensive  Trades. 

These  premises  were  visited  at  intervals  and  found  to  be  con- 
ducted in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Piggeries. 

There  are  no  piggeries  in  the  Borough.  There  are  a few  sties 
where  one  sow  is  kept  with  her  litter,  these  premises  were  inspected 
regularly. 

Meetings  with  Owners  and  Tradesmen. 

_ 61  meetings  were  held  with  regard  to  defective  houses  or 
drains. 

House  Drains. 

During  the  year  66  drains  were  tested  and  examined.  In  all 
cases  where  defects  were  found  notices  were  served  on  the  owners 
concerned.  22  blocked  drains  were  cleared  by  means  of  the 
plunger  free  of  charge  to  the  owners. 

Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction ) Act,  1919. 

National  Rat  Week  was  held  from  the  6th  to  13th  November, 
1939,  and  handbills  setting  forth  methods  of  extermination  were 
freely  distributed  throughout  the  town.  The  methods  used  during 
the  week  were  as  follows : poisoned  baits  (Barium  Carbonate) 
were  placed  in  the  sewers  and  Red  Squill  baits  were  placed  on 
refuse  dumps,  the  shores,  hedgerows,  dykes,  and  in  all  places 
where  there  was  a possibility  of  infestation.  The  gassing  of  banks 
of  dykes  and  refuse  tips  by  Cyanogas  proved  very  effective.  On 
three  days  during  the  week  ferrets  were  used  and  150  rats  account- 
ed for.  Ratting  is  continually  being  done  on  Sunday  mornings 
by  many  owners  of  ferrets.  In  spite  of  the  bad  weather  the 
week’s  activities  proved  very  successful. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

Total  number  of  workshops  in  the  Borough  ...  264 

,,  ,,  ,,  Factories  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  93 

,,  ,,  ,,  Outworkers’  premises  in  the  Borough  34 

Regular  inspection  of  these  premises  was  made  during  the 
year  and  found  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


Shops. 

The  provisions  of  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  sanitary  conveniences  are  being  enforced 
in  the  Borough. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  legal  action  has  been  taken  in  any  case. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  new  swimming  bath  was  completed  during  the  year  and 
has  been  in  use  for  some  considerable  time. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Number  of  house  rooms  infected  (including  Council 

and  private  houses)  ...  ...  ...  161 

(2)  Number  of  house  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  161 

These  houses  were  sprayed  thoroughly  with  insecticide 
(Zaldecide)  and  after  several  applications  at  intervals  were  found 
to  be  free.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  treat  the  bedding,  etc., 
of  persons  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas  to  Council  houses.  The 
work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  re-visit  any  premises  where  disinfestation 
has  taken  place  for  some  time  after  to  ensure  that  the  reinfestation 
does  not  occur. 


Schools. 

The  new  schools  at  Gaywood  were  opened  in  September,  1939. 

HOUSING. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  year  programmes  being  finished  there 
has  been  no  further  action  as  regards  housing.  There  were  8 new 
houses  in  course  of  erection  when  war  was  declared  which  it  has 
been  impossible  to  complete. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)...  ...  ...  ...  255 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  437 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  235 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  407 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  24 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  167 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  42 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  3 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  48 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  being  enforced  in  the 
Borough. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  12 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  whose  premises  are  outside  the 

Borough  who  are  registered  as  retail  pur- 
veyors ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  who  are  retail 

purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Retail  purveyors  on  the  register  ...  ...  47 

,,  ,,  Cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  who  are  whole- 
salers ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Notices  were  sent  to  all  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  to  lime- 
wash  their  cowsheds  as  required  by  the  Order. 

Regular  inspection  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  is 
being  carried  out. 
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(b)  Meat  and  other  Food. 

No  change. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

176  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  in  connection  with 
these  orders.  No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses . 

_ No  change.  1624  visits  have  been  made  to  slaughterhouses 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  change. 

Markets. 

No  change.  56  visits  have  been  made  to  markets  during  the 
year. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  on  the  register  ...  39 

Visits  paid  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  85 

(c)  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

During  the  year  62  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
for  analysis.  The  following  action  was  taken  against  vendors, 
viz.  : — 

23/2/1939.  New  milk.  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
26.11%.  Prosecuted  and  fined  £1. 

23/2/1939.  New  milk.  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
21 .33%. — Cautioned. 

10/3/39.  New  milk.  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 

20.82%.  Prosecuted  and  fined  £1. 

10/3/39.  New  milk.  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
8.66%. — Cautioned. 

2/6/1939.  Pure  Malt  Vinegar.  Deficient  in  ascetic  acid  to  the 
extent  of  29.6%. — Cautioned. 

3/10/1939.  New  milk.  Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of 
15.33%. — Cautioned, 
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(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  was  carried  out  by  S.  Greenburgh,  Esq.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
Public  Analyst,  Cambridge. 

(e)  Nutrition — Provision  of  Meals. 

No  meals  have  been  provided  by  the  Focal  Education 
Authority,  apart  from  the  provision  of  milk  under  a voluntary 
scheme.  Free  milk  was  supplied  under  my  direction  to  160 
children  at  a total  cost  during  the  year  of  £100/10/1.  All  milk 
now  supplied  is  pasteurised.  Monthly  reports  of  this  service  have 
been  supplied  to  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Canteen  at  the 
newly  opened  Gaywood  Park  Senior  School  has  proved  a great 
success. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  ...  ...  225  7 . — 507 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  ...  20.92%  45%  — 10.03% 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year. 

There  were  27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  14  of  whom  were  school 
children,  7 of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  15  cases  of  Diphtheria,  14  of  whom  were  school 
children,  8 of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Diphtheria. 

There  were  6 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  no  deaths  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other  Puerperal  causes. 

Venereal  Disease  is  treated  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King's 
Lynn  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Norfolk  County  Council 
and  a separate  report  is  sent  to  the  Ministry. 

Inquiries  were  made  with  reference  to  all  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  ; 774  rooms  and  22  hospital  wards  were  disinfected 
and  783  articles  were  treated  at  the  Steam  Disinfector. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DIPHTHERIA  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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8 cases  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Borough  of  King’s  Lynn — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1939  and  previous  years. 
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Health  Visitors’  Report  for  1939. 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  King's  Lynn . 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

We  beg  to  submit  our  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1939. 


During  that  period  we  have  paid  the  following  number  of 
visits  : — 


To  children  under  one  year— First  visits 
Subsequent  visits 

To  children  between  1 — 5 years  ... 

To  Expectant  Mothers — First  visits 
Subsequent  visits 

Post  Natal 


314 

2021 

4821 

116 

303 

290 


Number  of  Foster  Mothers — 5. 

Number  of  Foster  Children — 5. 

Number  of  visits  paid — 87. 

There  were  55  sessions  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  (in 

eluding  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics)  and  we  attended  at  each 
session. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants, 


A.  M.  Herbert. 
G.  R.  Peirson 


^Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
fDecline  in  both  Foreign  and  Coastwise  since  outbreak  of  war. 
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Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  passengers  inwards  ...  ...  99* 

,,  ,,  ,,  outwards  ...  ...  47* 

*Passenger  Traffic  ceased  on  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Principal  Imports:  Onions,  potatoes,  carrots,  peas,  etc.,  bulbs, 
shrubs,  plants,  etc.,  sugar  beet  seed,  strawboards,  paper,  cordage, 
leather,  baskets  and  basketware,  timber,  hoopwood,  brooms, 
brushes,  middlings,  bran,  pollards,  glassware,  cotton  goods, 
enamel,  copper  plates,  sheets  and  tubes,,  aluminium  sheets,  strips 
and  foil,  steel  plates,  shanks,  condensed  milk,  mineral  water, 
wine,  machinery,  cocoa,  butter  powder,  oil,  fertilizers,  phosphates. 

Principal  Exports:  Paint,  varnish,  motor  cycles  and  parts 
bicycles  and  parts,  perambulators  and  parts,  animal  casings, 
earthenware,  electroplate  ware,  coal,  dressed  leather,  hosing, 
general  hardware,  stoves,  horses  hides,  horses  meat  (fresh),  water- 
proof cloth,  coated  paper,  seeds,  beans,  peas  (dried),  machinery, 
grain,  sugar. 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive  : — 

Pernau,  Rotterdam,  Hamburg,  Antwerp,  Huelva,  Trangsund, 
Leningrad,  Memel,  Gothenburg,  Delzyl,  Groningen,  Bona,  Bergen- 
op-Zoom,  Danzig,  Rouen,  Ymuiden,  Raumo,  Kemi. 

Source  of  Water  Supply. 

No  change. 


Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

No  change. 

Measures  against  Rodents. 

The  majority  of  ships  entering  the  Port  were  free  from 

rats. 

The  Managers  of  the  King’s  Lynn  Docks  and  Food  distri- 
buting firms  take  a very  great  interest  in  rat  destruction  on  the 
Docks. 

Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

The  majority  of  the  vessels  entering  the  Port  were  found  to 
be  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  no  nuisances  were  discovered. 
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Food  Inspection. 

(1)  Inspections  of  imported  foodstuffs  were  made,  but  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  any  of  the  Regulations 
relating  thereto. 

(2)  Shellfish.  The  shellfish  beds  and  layings  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries'  Board. 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  past  year. 

I remain,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

james  w.  McIntosh, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■'  : . ■' 
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